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Power Lines – Always look up and out for power 
lines. Keep you and your equipment at least 10 feet 
away from power lines. 

Learn more at

Outdoor outlets – These should be powered by a ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI), which turns itself off if it senses a 
current leak or a short circuit. 

Pools – Use battery-powered electronics around the pool. 
Have an electrician inspect your pool, spa or hot tub before 
the beginning of each swim season to avoid electrical 
hazards. 

Extension Cords – Use extension cords that are rated for 
outdoor use. Using an indoor cord, which cannot withstand the 
weather conditions, could result in a shock or fire hazard. 

Electric Garden Tools – Never use electric garden tools in 
wet or damp conditions. Check for cracked or frayed cords 
before use and replace if damaged. 
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#ElectricalSafetyMonth

MAY IS NATIONAL  
ELECTRICAL SAFETY MONTH

This year’s theme is Electrical Safety During Natural  
Disasters, and content discusses the importance of preparing 

for, weathering, and rebuilding after natural disasters.  

SAFETY TIP: Consult with an electrician before  
operating any electrical equipment or appliances  

that have come into contact with flood water.

Your Annual Meeting 
notice and ballots will 

be mailed in early 
June. Be on the look-
out for an envelope 

marked BALLOT. Don’t 
forget to exercise your 
membership and vote!

Annual Meeting  
Details

Thursday, June 20, 2019
Vinton-Shellsburg  

High School
Registration: 10:30 a.m.
Business meeting: 11:00 

a.m.

2019 
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Meeting 
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BUILDING 

BEYOND THE 
LINES



MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Sign up today to receive  
FREE energy tips and  
resources in your inbox.  
Go to www.myenergytips.com 
and subscribe to the monthly 
Watts $mart e-newsletter.

Use SmartHub to pay for 
FREE online! Discover, Visa, 
and MasterCard accepted. 
While you’re there, view 
your monthly usage data 
in helpful chart formats.

Your Co-op Connections® Card 
offers you Healthy Savings and 
local and national deals. 
Use your card to start saving  
today! Questions? Email  
coopconnections@ecirec.coop.  

Summer is a time 
to be on the move! 
No matter where you go, 
the SmartHub platform 
helps you stay up-to-date 
on your energy 24/7. All 
you need is a computer 
or smartphone. 

With SmartHub, you can:
»» Quickly view and file 
bills

»» Streamline month-
to-month financial 
planning

»» Enroll in budget billing
»» Monitor your energy 
usage

»» Check ECI REC’s online 
outage map, which 
offers near real-time 
information

Not enrolled in SmartHub? 
Sign up today by visiting 
ecirec.smarthub.coop or 
downloading the mobile 
app from the Apple or 
Android store.

Get Smart: 
Stay in the Know 
While You’re on 

the Go

Heat Pumps: The Most Efficient  
Way to Heat and Cool Your Home  
ECI REC OFFERS REBATES  on electric heat pump  
systems. Electric heat pumps are the most energy- 
efficient home heating and cooling option  
available today, providing heating equal to three  
times the amount of electricity consumed. There  
are two types of electric heat pumps to consider:

»» Air-source heat pumps work by transferring heat  
between the inside of your house and the outside air.

»» Geothermal heat pumps take advantage of the earth’s 
constant temperature by circulating a water-based solution 
through pipes buried in the ground. There are significant tax 
credits available for installing geothermal systems.

DYSART
Emmy Lou Candles
Polar Blair’s Den

INDEPENDENCE 
Bill’s Pizza & Smokehouse
Cy & Charley’s Tire &  
Appliances
E & T NAPA Auto Parts
Fabulous Fridays
Heartland Acres  
Agribition Center

In the Country  
Garden & Gifts
Office Towne, Inc.
Okoboji Grill
Styles Unlimited

VINTON 
Berry’s Lanes, Inc.
Cameron Clothing  
Company
Clingman Pharmacy, Inc.

Frazier Nursery
Henkle Creek  
Mercantile
Michael & Dowd
Subway
Viking Sewing  
Center

WINTHROP
The NEWS/Buchanan 
County Review

Use your Co-op Connections® Card online and at the participating 
businesses below and discover the value of being a co-op 
member at ECI REC!

Co-op Connections
Program Puts Value  
in Your Wallet

No need to carry the card everywhere you go!  
Download the mobile app to use your card via your smartphone.


