
East-Central Iowa REC Director Election 2021 

2021 Director Nominees

Three-Year Term (three to be elected)
One from each Board District

 PLEASE DETACH BEFORE RETURNING BALLOT 

PLEASE VOTE ONCE PER DISTRICT

East-Central Iowa Rural 
Electric Cooperative
Urbana, Iowa

Please see last page for 
candidate biographies 

All votes received by June 14, 2021 shall be counted. Prizes to be announced:

• 12 $50 bill credits to be digitally selected from members that voted;

•  Two grand prizes given away this year, one name will be randomly selected from
the pool of members who join the virtual meeting, and one of the voting members
will have a chance at the leaf blower.

Board District #6

Donald Shonka

Board District #8 Board District #10

•  Mark your selections by fi lling in the box
next to the candidate of your choice.

•  You may vote for one candidate in
each district.

•  Detach ballot and place in the enclosed
return envelope.

•  Mail to: A self addressed stamped
envelope has been provided for you
in this mailing.

•  Envelopes must be received no later
than June 14, 2021.

•  Log into SmartHub at
https://ecirec.smarthub.coop

•  Enter your email address and
SmartHub password.

• Click VOTE NOW.

•  Online voting begins May 17, 2021
and ends June 14, 2021

•  SmartHub voting must be done in
a web browser, not the SmartHub
mobile app.

•  Click on the VOTE NOW button
located on our Annual Meeting page
at www.ecirec.coop

•  Enter your Voter Number and
Election Passcode (listed at bottom
of this page)

•  Follow online voting instructions

•  Online voting begins May 17, 2021
and ends June 14, 2021

Mail SmartHub Online

Voting Options
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Voter Number: 123456789 
Password: 0000000

Nick Donlea

Brad Jesse

Tina Dodge

Ryan Kress

NAME
ADDRESS



Notice of the Annual Meeting of Members

The Annual Meeting of the Members of East-Central Iowa Rural Electric Cooperative will 

take place through a virtual meeting on Thursday, June 17, 2021 at 11:00am. Please 

visit our website at www.ecirec.coop to access our virtual Annual Meeting. The virtual 

meeting room will open at 10:30am. The purpose of this meeting is to take action upon 

the following matters:

1. The reports of officers, directors, and committees

2.  The election of three directors of the Cooperative from Geographic District

6, 8 and 10 as listed in the ballot

3.  All other business which may legally come before the meeting or any adjournment

or adjournments there-of

In connection with the election of directors scheduled for this meeting, the following 

members have been nominated for director by the Committee on Nominations appointed 

by the Board of Directors of the Cooperative pursuant to the Bylaws.

You are urged to attend the meeting, hear the reports of the officers, and transact such 

other business as may come before the meeting.

The Bylaws provide that any member may vote by mail or electronic method.

Please review the enclosed ballot on how to cast your vote for the Director nominees 

listed on the reverse side hereof.

All votes received no later than June 14th shall be counted.

DATED this 28th day of April, 2020, __________________ Ryan Kress, Secretary

East-Central Iowa Rural 
Electric Cooperative
Urbana, Iowa

Please see last page for 
candidate biographies 

2021 Director Nominees
Three-Year Term (three to be elected)

One from each Board District

Board District #6

Donald Shonka

Board District #8

Nick Donlea

Brad Jesse

Tina Dodge

Ryan Kress

Board District #10
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Get to Know Your 2021 Director Candidates
Board District 6 

Board District 10 

Tina Dodge 

Don Shonka 

Ryan Kress 

Don Shonka has been a member of ECI REC since 1968. Aster serving in the US Marine Corp for nine years, Don 

and his bride of almost 60 years, Lorene, raised their four sons on the family farm outside of Independence. 

Don joined the ECI REC Board of Directors in 2006 and serves on the Iowa Associa on of Electric Coopera ves 

Board, where he is currently the VP. Don earned his Creden aled Coopera ve Director and Director Gold Cer fi-

cates and has completed the Board Leadership Program. Don currently serves as a Buchanan County Supervisor 

and is or has been ac vely involved with the following organiza ons: St John’s Catholic Church, Knights of Co-

lumbus, Buchanan County Fair Board, and Buchanan County Wildlife Associa on. In his spare me, he enjoys 

bowling, fishing, hun ng, and spending me with his family and 13 grandchildren. 

Ryan Kress first became a member of ECIREC in 2003. Ryan graduated with a BA in Finance from UNI in 2004. 

Ryan is a grain and livestock farmer east of Winthrop where he and his wife, Dawn, reside raising their three 

daughters: Kading, Reagan, and Gracyn. 

Ryan was first elected to the ECIREC Board of Directors in 2009. He currently serves as the Secretary/Treasurer. 

Ryan has earned the Creden aled Coopera ve Director and the Director Gold cer ficates and has completed 

the Board Leadership Program. 

Ryan enjoys a ending his children’s ac vi es and being ac ve outside in his spare me. He is also ac ve on the 

ISU Extension Council and the parish council of Immaculate Concep on Catholic Parish in Masonville. 

Board District 8 

Nick Donlea 
Nick became a member of ECI REC eight years ago when his family moved to the country aster 51 years of living 

in Jesup. Nick and his wife, Terri, raised three children – Cameron, Haley & Taylor. Nick graduated from Waldorf 

College with an AA and has been in the building industry his entire career. His wife Terri is a schoolteacher who 

loves interior design. 

Nick was elected to the ECI REC Board of Directors in 2018 and has served on other organiza ons within his 

community, including the Jesup Planning & Zoning Commission, Jesup Golf Course and presently as a School 

Board Member with the Jesup School District. In his spare me, he coaches basketball and builds wood projects 

for his house and family. He enjoys golfing, kayaking, yard work, and cheering on the Iowa Hawkeyes. 

Tina Dodge and her husband Carl live on an acreage outside of Masonville where they, along with their two chil-

dren, have ca le and cats. Tina graduated from the University of Iowa with a bachelor’s degree in Business Ad-

ministra on – Accoun ng. Since gradua on, Tina has worn mul ple hats, including Buchanan County 4-H Youth 

Coordinator, Bookkeeper for Bowden Investment Company & Fremont Hogs, farming, church treasurer, author-

ing manure management plans and a stay-at-home mom. 

Tina serves as a youth leader for the Hope Wesleyan Church High School, a member of the East Buchanan PTO, 

member of the Quasky Bowhunters archery league and a 4-H judge. In her free me, Tina enjoys gardening in 

the Summer and crasts in the Winter. 

Brad Jesse 
Brad Jesse and his wife Renee’ raised their three children, Mark, Eric, and Sara, on a farm outside Brad’s 

hometown, La Porte City. Aster gradua ng with a bachelor’s degree in Accoun ng from UNI, Brad pursued 

a career in farming and con nues to be the Owner/Operator of Jesse Farms, a crop and cow-calf opera on. 

In his spare me, Brad is ac vely involved in school sports, both coaching and officia ng. He is also a board 

member for the Black Hawk County Farm Bureau and is President on his church council. Brad enjoys travel-

ing, reading, history, and is an avid sports enthusiast. Above all else, Brad values his faith and family. 
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