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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

East-Central Iowa REC is an equal
opportunity employer.

Click this icon at ecirec.coop to access
a complete suite of online energy
tools like the HomeEnergyCalculator
that you can customize to breakdown
your monthly energy costs as a pie
chart, use specialized television and
lighting calculators, find a Kids Korner,
and more.

ECI REC’s online payment system,
SmartHub, allows members to access
account information from mobile devices
as well as computers, view monthly
usage data in helpful chart formats,
and set notification options. Click on the
SmartHub icon at ecirec.coop.

Don’t forget to use your Co-op Connections Card from ECI REC to help
you save money on the things you
buy every day. Misplaced your card or
have questions about all the benefits
of the program? Email lisa.franck@
ecirec.coop.

Message
From the CEO
According to the
Supreme Court, the Cost
of Regulation Matters
AS YOU MAY HAVE HEARD, the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned a landmark Environmental
Protection Agency air quality rule on June 29.
The case examined whether the EPA adequately
considered costs in determining it was “appropriate
and necessary” to regulate air toxics emissions
from power units under its mercury and air toxics
standards (MATS). In a 5-4 ruling, the justices
determined that the EPA should have taken into
account the costs to utilities before deciding
whether to set limits for the toxic air pollutants as
part of its MATS regulatory package, which was
finalized in 2012.
The Clean Air Act of 1963 is a United States
federal law designed to control air pollution on a
national level and is administered by the EPA. The
Clean Air Act directs the EPA to regulate emissions
continued on page 15
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of hazardous air pollutants from
certain stationary sources (including
electric generation facilities) if
it concludes that “regulation is
appropriate and necessary” after
studying hazards to public health.
In the MATS regulatory package,
the Supreme Court ruled that the
EPA refused to consider cost when
making its decision, noting that
implementing regulations would cost
$9.6 billion a year for a quantifiable
health benefit of just $4–$6 million
a year. In the Supreme Court’s own
words, “EPA strayed well beyond the
bounds of reasonable interpretation
in concluding that cost is not a factor
relevant to the appropriateness of
regulating power plants.”
In the majority ruling, Justice
Antonin Scalia concluded that “The
agency must consider cost—including,
most importantly, cost of compliance—
before deciding whether regulation is
appropriate and necessary.”
Additionally, Scalia wrote, “By
EPA’s logic, someone could decide
whether it is ‘appropriate’ to buy a
Ferrari without thinking about cost,
because he plans to think about cost
later when deciding whether to upgrade
the sound system.”
Fortunately, this ruling will have
a very modest impact as many power
suppliers have by now largely complied
with the EPA’s MATS regulations.
But what does this ruling mean for the
electric industry as we work to comply
with upcoming mandates from the

EPA regarding Section 111(d) of the
Clean Air Act, regarding greenhouse
gas emissions from existing coal plants?
This Supreme Court decision could
have long-term impacts for the way the
EPA makes regulations in the future.
In ruling that the EPA must consider
compliance costs when making new
rules, we are hopeful that the Judicial
Branch will keep the Executive Branch
within the boundaries of authority as
defined by Congress.
Electric cooperatives have
remained committed to keeping
power affordable, reliable, safe, and
environmentally responsible for our
members for over 75 years. We are
concerned about the impact that
the EPA’s Clean Air Act mandates
will have on our members who will
ultimately pay for the cost of these
regulations. Costs matter in regulation,
and it’s reassuring to see that point
reinforced by the Supreme Court,
which stated that the EPA’s refusal to
consider cost when making findings is
“unreasonable.”
As a result of this ruling, we
hope the EPA prioritizes the financial
impact of their mandates as they
prepare to release final standards for
Section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act
later this summer. For years, electric
cooperatives across America have been
advocating for affordable, reliable
energy on behalf of our members.
We are encouraged to see that the
Supreme Court is also concerned with
the cost impact of EPA mandates.

Classifieds

Free to members only

For Sale: 1991 Blue Chevy 3/4 ton, 4 wheel
drive pickup, $2,000. Ph: 319-454-6198

Please e-mail your ad to classifieds@ecirec.
coop. Ads for the Nov/Dec Heartland Link
must be received by October 1, 2015.
East-Central Iowa REC will publish noncommercial advertisements as a service to our
members. All ads are free. They may be submitted
by any member or employee of East-Central Iowa
REC. Ads should contain a phone number, name
(if desired), a brief description of items with price
if applicable. Each ad is limited to maximum of 50
words; please type or print clearly. Editor reserves
the right to edit or reject any ad. No ads will be
taken over the telephone—please e-mail, mail, or
bring your ad to the office.

Questions or Complaints
ECI REC strives to provide you with the
best service at the lowest possible cost.
But sometimes you have questions
regarding your electrical service or
billing, or possibly a complaint. We would
like to know. Please contact us! Our
office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.
Local phone: 319-443-4343
Toll free: 877-850-4343
Fax: 319-443-4359		
E-mail: ecirec@ecirec.coop
Mail: 2400 Bing Miller Lane, PO Box 248,
Urbana, IA 52345
If you have a complaint related to
East-Central Iowa REC’s service, rather
than its rates, and the complaint is not
resolved, you may request assistance
from the Iowa Utilities Board.
Toll free: 877-565-4450
Fax: 515-725-7399		
Email: customer@iub.iowa.gov
(in subject area note customer service)
Mail: Customer Service, Iowa Utilities
Board, 1375 Court Avenue, Room 69,
Des Moines, IA 50319-0069
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East-Central Iowa Rural Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 866632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send
your completed complaint form or letter by mail to U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 202-690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Sept/Oct 2015 Heartland Link

Statement of Non-Discrimination

