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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

East-Central Iowa REC is an equal
opportunity employer.

Click this icon at ecirec.coop to access
a complete suite of online energy
tools like the HomeEnergyCalculator
that you can customize to breakdown
your monthly energy costs as a pie
chart, use specialized television and
lighting calculators, find a Kids Korner,
and more.

ECI REC’s online payment program,
SmartHub, allows members to access
account information from mobile devices
as well as computers, view monthly
usage data in helpful chart formats,
and set notification options. Click on the
SmartHub icon at ecirec.coop.

Don’t forget to use your Co-op Connections Card from ECI REC to help
you save money on the things you
buy every day. Misplaced your card or
have questions about all the benefits
of the program? Email lisa.franck@
ecirec.coop.

Message
From the CEO
We’re Here to Help You
Save Energy and Money
Every five years, Iowa’s electric cooperatives
are required to set energy-efficiency goals, develop
programs to achieve those goals, and then file their
five-year plans with the Iowa Utilities Board and
the Iowa Attorney General’s Office of Consumer
Advocate. In late December, the Iowa Association of
Electric Cooperatives filed its comprehensive 20152019 energy-efficiency plan on behalf of East-Central
Iowa REC and other cooperatives. Collectively,
Iowa’s electric co-ops will invest almost $80 million
in energy efficiency over the next five years, and the
energy savings are expected to total nearly 3.2 billion
kWh over the life of the measures installed. That
represents enough electricity to power more than
290,000 homes for a full year!
ECI REC plans to invest over $2.33 million in
energy-efficiency programs, incentives, and rebates for
members over the next five years. Some of our current
rebates and incentives include:
continued on page 15

Classifieds

Message From the CEO, continued from 16
»» Indoor/outdoor lighting
»» Geothermal and air source heat
pumps
»» Appliances
Your participation in these
programs could result in a cumulative
energy savings of 169,935,014 kWh
by our members over the life of the
measures being installed during this
five-year period.
You may be wondering why
an electric company would offer
incentives for their customers to use
LESS of their product. ECI REC is
different from most businesses; we’re
a not-for-profit electric cooperative
owned by those we serve. And you
are so much more than a customer to
us; as a member of ECI REC, what’s
in your best interest is in our best
interest. We are committed to helping
you use energy wisely as we work
to provide power that is affordable,
reliable, safe, and environmentally
responsible.
It’s important to note that these
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Free to members only

energy-efficiency programs only work
if members like you participate in
them. We encourage you to visit our
website at ecirec.coop or contact our
Member Services department at 319443-3565 to check your eligibility for
rebates and programs. And if you’ve
participated in our energy-efficiency
programs previously, thank you!
You’ve contributed to the cooperative
cause by saving energy and money
for your home or business. Search
through our list of current programs
to see if there are more ways to save in
the years ahead.
ECI REC and the electric
cooperatives of Iowa have a long
history of commitment to energy
efficiency and a solid track record of
energy and cost-saving results. That’s
something we can all be proud of.
Out of 36 Iowa electric
cooperatives, ECI REC came in a
successful 7th highest in lifetime kWhs
saved, and 12th highest in dollars
invested.

Operations
Team Reviews
Work Plan for
2015
a Keeping the Lights On update

For Sale: 1946 FARMALL B with passenger seat, restored to perfection, make
an offer; front-mount tractor buzz saw w/
belt, runs off tractor belt pulley, 30” blade,
excellent condition, $250. Ph: 319-5587214
For Sale: 1991 Chevy 2500 truck, blue,
4x4, automatic, $2,000. Ph: 319-4546198 after 4 p.m. or leave a message.
For Sale: USA made 50” Swisher ATV
universal plow system, very good condition, $400, or make offer. Ph: 319-8832247

Please e-mail your ad to classifieds@ecirec.
coop. Ads for the May/June Heartland Link
must be received by April 1, 2015.
East-Central Iowa REC will publish noncommercial advertisements as a service to our
members. All ads are free. They may be submitted
by any member or employee of East-Central Iowa
REC. Ads should contain a phone number, name
(if desired), a brief description of items with price
if applicable. Each ad is limited to maximum of 50
words; please type or print clearly. Editor reserves
the right to edit or reject any ad. No ads will be
taken over the telephone—please e-mail, mail, or
bring your ad to the office.

ECI REC online
tools offer
quick estimates
to help you
make smart
energy decisions. For
example, the space
heater calculator,
available through the
HomeEnergySuite on our
website, could tell you
that running two space
heaters each three hours
a day costs you over $32
per month! It only takes
a minute to get valuable
insight to your energyuse habits. Log on to
ecirec.coop today! The
HomeEnergySuite can be
found at the bottom of our
home page.
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Members of the ECI REC Operations team, including Line Foremen Tom Schmitt and
Kevin Walton, Operations Manager Gary Marlow, Engineering Design Technicians
Sam Garwood and Dave Henkes, Lineman Pat Hyland, Operations Assistant Teresa
Schremser, Engineering Technician Scott McLaughlin, and Cost Records Administrator Jennifer Schmitz, recently met to review the current Construction Work Plan. One
main area of focus from the Work Plan that will be in progress in the coming months
are the line rebuilds throughout the service territory as well as the ongoing upgrades
to 69 kV systems at the Walker and BECCA substations.
Every four years, the Cooperative revises its Work Plan, which outlines the distribution system construction program. Working with an outside consultant, recommendations are made for upgrading the system as necessary to provide adequate service
to both new and existing consumers in accordance with criteria established by Rural
Utilities Service and ECI REC. The Work Plan is essential to secure loans to finance
the proposed construction projects.

For Sale: Oak table w/drop sides, 2 extra
leaves, and 4 chairs, $350; Lift chair,
$300. Ph: 319-560-3126 or 319-5609384 after 4 p.m.

