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Message
From the CEO
WHAT WILL THE POWER GRID OF THE FUTURE LOOK
LIKE? This is a common question from consumers
across the country, and even around the world, as
they look to policymakers, electric cooperatives and
other utilities to provide an answer to this question.
The electricity industry is dynamic and
continuously evolving; the electric co-op history
of stringing the first power lines and poles in
rural America nearly 80 years ago illustrates that
statement. As electric cooperatives, our core business
principles ensure that we balance change with doing
what’s right for all of our member-consumers and
the long-term sustainability of the cooperative.
And amidst all of this change, there are a number
of fundamental things that remain important
constants.
Before electric cooperatives lit up rural areas
with affordable and reliable power, individual
businesses and residences had to rely on their own
sources of fuel to provide power and light. The longawaited delivery of centralized power generation
—the delivery of electricity from one central station
power plant to end users through transmission and
continued on page 15
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Message From the CEO, continued from 16
distribution lines—dramatically
improved the quality of life for farm
families and businesses.
Central station generation
quickly earned its place in our lives by
providing safe, reliable, and affordable
power to hundreds of thousands of
people. In fact, the creation of the
North American power grid has
been lauded as one of the greatest
achievements of the 20th Century
and one of the most indispensable
machines on earth. Today, more
than at any point in history, our
livelihoods and economies rely on
a continuous and affordable power
supply, and that power comes from a
diverse mix of fuel sources including
coal, nuclear, hydro, wind, solar, and
biomass. Central station generation
also provides diversity in system size,
optimal operation times for maximum
efficiency, and geographic location.
Efficiencies of power generation
and delivery have dramatically
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evolved over the decades, too.
Energy efficiency has always been
a cornerstone of the cooperatives’
strong efforts toward environmental
responsibility and programs, and
services designed in concert with
central station generation continue to
improve with technological advances.
As member-consumers investigate
solar and wind distributed energy
resources, your electric Cooperative
sees this as yet another evolution
in the energy business. We support
our members’ interests in owning
their own renewable energy system.
However, we also know that in order
to ensure reliable and uninterrupted
power, individual renewable systems
must be balanced with a continuous
source of dependable power from
central station generation.
That’s why your team of
employees and locally elected Board
members—along with policymakers
and other utilities—are working
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coop. Ads for the March/April Heartland
Link must be received by Feb. 1, 2015.
East-Central Iowa REC will publish noncommercial advertisements as a service to our
members. All ads are free. They may be submitted
by any member or employee of East-Central Iowa
REC. Ads should contain a phone number, name
(if desired), a brief description of items with price
if applicable. Each ad is limited to maximum of 50
words; please type or print clearly. Editor reserves
the right to edit or reject any ad. No ads will be
taken over the telephone—please email, mail, or
bring your ad to the office.

hard to ensure costs are fair, and all
generation systems are safe, reliable,
and environmentally responsible.
Our electricity systems and the
needs of our member-consumers
will continue to evolve as demand
increases for reliable, affordable
power. As your not-for-profit electric
Cooperative, our job is to make sure
that we never drift away from our top
priority of improving the quality of
life for our member-consumers.

2015 Legislative Issues, continued from 11
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impact affordability and system reliability for electric co-op
member-consumers.
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant
Program - Please continue to support the RUS Electric
Loan Program; it is critical in making sure that the capital
for adequate electric infrastructure remains available at a
reasonable cost.
Electric cooperatives and RUS continue to maintain
a record of careful loan management and repayment that
is second to none. For Fiscal Year 2014, USDA estimated
that the RUS Electric Loan Program will reduce the federal
deficit by more than $130 million. It’s a win-win program:
good for consumers and taxpayers.
RUS electric loan programs help:
r make the rural electric infrastructure strong and
viable;
r to support the Rural Economic Development Loan
and Grant Program (REDL&G); and
r stimulate economic growth and job creation in rural
communities.
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U.S. CONGRESS
FEMA - Thank you for signing the multiple Iowa
delegation letters to Beth Freeman, regional administrator
FEMA Region VII, and for all of your attention to the
FEMA issue. FEMA Region VII has changed the policy
for receiving storm recovery funding. Electric cooperatives
will now have to follow a new, unprecedented, costly testing
requirement to receive funding following a storm. Rural
electric cooperatives in other FEMA regions, experiencing
similar damage in a similar timeframe, had their
applications for assistance approved while rural electric
cooperatives in Iowa had their applications denied.
EPA - Please continue to ensure that the EPA will
consider the importance of affordable, reliable, safe, and
environmentally responsible power for electric cooperative
member-consumers when making decisions regarding
energy policy. Iowa’s electric cooperatives are focused
on providing power that is safe, affordable, reliable, and
environmentally responsible; proposed EPA regulation
(carbon emissions and Water of the U.S./WOTUS) could

