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2013 Legislative Focus: Stray Voltage

Iowa’s electric cooperatives
have proposed legislation that
would authorize the Iowa
Utilities Board to set standards
for measuring and investigating
stray voltage complaints.

Electricity must complete a path. Electricity coming to your home, farm, or business from our
substation must find its way back to that substation. It can complete its path through neutral
lines or through the earth via a ground rod. Usually, the voltage level of this return current is so
low that neither people nor animals can feel it. However, minor problems can elevate the voltage to a level that cows can feel it. This result is known as stray voltage.
Stray voltage can cause dairy cows to become unsettled, and they avoid the source of
the stray current, be it a watering cup or a part of the barn. This disturbance can affect their
production of milk—a challenge for dairy operators.
If milk production drops, dairy operators want to know why. If it is stray voltage, they
want the problem fixed. So does East-Central Iowa REC. There are science-based methods for
measuring and investigating stray voltage complaints. There are people with the knowledge
and equipment to do that. Unfortunately, there are also people who make a living convincing
farmers that the best way to deal with stray voltage is to sue their local electric utility.
We disagree. Lawsuits are expensive, arduous, and slow. Such lawsuits are not common,
but they consume the time and the money of the utility and the farmer. Iowa’s electric cooperatives have proposed legislation that would authorize the Iowa Utilities Board to set standards
for measuring and investigating stray voltage complaints. The Iowa Utilities Board is the government agency in Iowa responsible for seeing that electric utilities in the state deliver electricity in
a safe manner. The board would certify people capable of investigating stray voltage complaints
according to the Board’s procedures. This legislation would not prevent dairy operators from
suing their electric utilities, but it would be a step before filing a lawsuit.
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Powered for Minor Beneficiaries

If you have assets, it’s important to plan for what will happen to them after you’re gone.
When designating beneficiaries and heirs who are minors, you need to be cautious.
Unless you make special provisions, the court may appoint a financial guardian; or, a
family member may petition the court to serve in this role. These extra legal steps can
be time-consuming and costly for your survivors or estate.
Things to consider when your beneficiaries/heirs are minors:
• Establish a will. With the help of an estate-planning attorney, consider naming
the child as a beneficiary in your will.
• Name a trustee. If your will establishes a trust, you can choose a person to manage the money until the child
reaches adulthood—or until such time as your heir has access to the money, under the provisions of the trust.
• Create a trust. With a trust, you can be more specific about how the money or asset should be used, and you can
determine when the heir gains full control of it.
• A trust can be more expensive to establish. So consider its value to you. Be sure to work with an estate-planning
attorney to make sure it is drafted properly.
If you die without having created a will or naming anyone as the beneficiaries of your assets, they will generally be
distributed in the following order: spouse, children, parents, siblings, and executors or administrators of your estate. If
you need assistance, an estate-planning attorney can help you make revisions to or create the documents you’ll need to
achieve your estate-planning objectives.
This article offers informational purposes only and is not intended to be tax advice. Consult a tax adviser for information specific to your situation.

