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RV Camping
This Summer?

Check out these safety tips
Camping is an outdoor activity many
people enjoy during the summer.
As with all summer fun, being safe
needs to be a priority. Sometimes,
an RV frame can become electrically
charged—simply opening the door or
coming into contact with the hitch
can cause shock or electrocution.
The following are some ways to keep
safe:

✔✔ Your RV’s electrical system needs
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chore, while portable models require
you to remove them from storage,
set them up, connect them, and start
them. Improperly connected generators
can back feed into ECI REC’s grid,
creating a safety hazard for linemen.
How to use the generator? It can
be as simple as plugging appliances
directly into it, but this is cumbersome
and limiting. It is often better to have a
transfer switch installed by a qualified
electrician. This device connects to the
circuits you want to power.
With generators, you definitely
get what you pay for. Cheap models
are just that. They may last a couple
of years, but after that, parts can be
impossible to get. Few things are worse
than your generator failing to operate
when the lights are out.
It’s important to exercise your
portable generator regularly by
connecting a load to it and turning it
on to be sure it will run. While you’re
at it, why not let us know you have a
generator? We can provide safety and
connection tips if needed, and it will
enhance our line crew’s safety. For
more information contact ECI REC
at 319-443-4343.

cords, plugs, and outlets. If there
are cracked or frayed cords or broken or discolored plugs or outlets,
have them replaced or repaired.

✔✔ Make sure RVs are equipped with

fire extinguishers as well as permanently installed carbon-monoxide
and fire detectors.

✔✔ Always use electrical cords rated
for the use they will get.

✔✔ Know the amperage your RV draws
and the amperage available. If you
try to draw more amperage than is
available, you can cause serious
damage to the electrical source
and your RV.

✔✔ Before using a campground hook-

up, do a visual inspection of the
area. If a campground hook-up
appears to be damaged, put safety
first and request another spot.

For more information on electrical safety, visit
SafeElectricity.org.

help ensure all ECI REC
members are aware and stay
abreast of all the services,
programs, and rebate
incentives offered by the
Cooperative. He is very
excited to hit the ground
running. After his years
of experience as a member
service technician, Adam is
looking forward to his new
leadership role.
Congratulations, Adam,
from everyone at ECI REC!

Get Powered Up:
A Lifestyle Tip From ECI REC

For Sale: Good working 1964 or 1965,
10-horse wheel horse tractor; $1,450 or
make offer. One-family 1997 Chrysler,
great used car, could use for second or
student car, well maintained; $1,850 or
make offer. Ph: 319-364-2272
For Sale: MEADE 70 AZ-AR Refracting
Telescope with attachable camera and
software, excellent condition, never used;
$50 OBO. PH:319-823-0094

Please e-mail your ad to classifieds@ecirec.
coop. Ads for the Sept./Oct. Heartland Link
must be received by Aug. 1, 2015.
East-Central Iowa REC will publish noncommercial advertisements as a service to our
members. All ads are free. They may be submitted
by any member or employee of East-Central Iowa
REC. Ads should contain a phone number, name
(if desired), a brief description of items with price
if applicable. Each ad is limited to maximum of 50
words; please type or print clearly. Editor reserves
the right to edit or reject any ad. No ads will be
taken over the telephone—please e-mail, mail, or
bring your ad to the office.

Are You Using a
Recalled Product?
Below is a list of recalled products posted by the US Consumer
Product Safety Commission between May 19 and 28, 2015.
Visit www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/2015 for the latest list of
recalled products, as well as instructions for what you can do if
you own one the products you see below.
Nantucket Distributing recalls mason jar night light due to
burn hazard - The plastic around the base of the light bulb can
melt, posing a burn hazard.
Hewitt recalls marine winches due to injury hazard - The top
and bottom roller chains in the winch can break, causing the
winch and marine lift to fail.
Kenmore Elite ranges recalled by Electrolux due to laceration hazard; sold exclusively at Sears - The stainless steel trim
below the range control panel can have a sharp edge, posing a
laceration hazard to consumers.
Precision Trading recalls espresso makers due to risk of burns
- The cap at the top of the unit can crack and allow steam to
escape, posing a risk of burns to the consumer. In addition, the
cap can pop off unexpectedly as a result of pressure buildup.
Kaldi’s Coffee Roasting recalls cup sleeves due to fire hazard The cup sleeves can ignite, if microwaved.

Longtime
Director Retires

After serving ECI REC and its
members for 21 dedicated
years, Lloyd Bathen is retiring
from his position on the Board of
Directors. Lloyd became a director at the 1994 Annual Meeting
of the Members. He represented
the members located in board
district 24, which includes
Poyner, Big Creek, Spring Creek,
Jefferson, Homer, and Cono
townships. Lloyd and his wife of
50 years, Sue, are moving into
a new home located inside the
city limits of La Porte City. From
everyone at ECI REC, thank you
Lloyd for your years of service,
and best wishes to you in the
years to come.

11

THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION
of a generator is a serious decision.
Properly done, you gain peace of mind
knowing your family can ride out any
outage with some degree of comfort.
But an incorrectly implemented
generator can become deadly to you,
your family, your neighbors, and your
electric cooperative’s employees. So,
let’s look at the decisions you’ll need
to make when purchasing a residential
generator.
Do you want to back up your
entire home or just portions? The
biggest drawback to a permanently
installed generator is the cost, but it
can also power your whole house and
the power can last longer.
What size generator do you
need? Online tools abound, so just
type “generator sizing guide” into your
browser and off you go. Or, contact
ECI REC to help you determine the
size. A nice portable generator size
is at least 6,500 watts with a startup
capacity of around 8,000 watts.
How will you integrate
the generator with your home?
Permanent models have dedicated
switching devices that handle this

✔✔ Perform a visual inspection of

Frank Weber trains Adam Albertsen to step into the director of
member service role.
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by Tom Tate, NRECA’s Straight Talk

to be regularly tested and maintained. A professional electrician
can help you make sure the wiring
in your RV is safe.

Message From the CEO,

