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Hits Cooperative Trucks
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We often think about technology as being centered around mobile devices
or our desks at work. But your Cooperative’s utility service trucks have recently
had equipment upgrades that make them part of the technology revolution.
Our service trucks are central to ECI REC’s line crews’ ability to get service
to our 8,700 member accounts and 2,220 miles of electric lines throughout our
11-county service territory. Equipping these trucks with the most up-to-date
technology streamlines scheduling and decreases outage durations while boosting
safety and member satisfaction.
To achieve these benefits, tablets with geographic information systems (GIS)
were recently installed in each of the operations vehicles. Line workers now have
the ability to see a real-time map of our electric distribution system rather than
relying on paper map books that had to be updated each time a new service was
added, a back-feed was implemented, or a transformer size changed. The safety
benefits of this upgrade are significant. Tablet usage has also decreased our carbon
footprint since we don’t have to continuously print numerous paper map books.
Our mapping software also enables the use of an inspection module. If the
crews are out in the country and see something that needs to be fixed, they are
able to address the issue immediately. They can enter the location and description
on their tablet, which gives us a record of the work done.
We’re not stopping our truck upgrades with tablets, however! Next, we’ll
implement automatic vehicle locating (AVL), a GPS-based vehicle management
system. A joint effort with neighboring cooperatives, the technology will allow
us to work together during large storms and respond to emergencies faster.
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ECI REC online tools offer quick estimates to help you make smart energy decisions. For example,
the space heater calculator, available through the HomeEnergySuite on our website, could tell
you that running two space heaters each three hours a day costs you over $32 per month! It only
takes a minute to get valuable insight to your energy-use habits. Log on to ecirec.coop today! The
HomeEnergySuite can be found at the bottom of our home page.
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If the answer is “What garden?” you may
want to consider starting a vegetable plot
this spring. Growing your own vegetables
has a lot of benefits for your family, and you
can start with a space as small as four by
four feet, or even try container gardening.
Perhaps the most obvious up side to
growing vegetables is health. According to
reports from the Produce for Better Health
Foundation, only 6% of Americans eat the
recommended number of vegetable servings each day (about 2½ cups). Increasing
vegetable intake is a great way to reduce
your risk of diseases, especially heart disease. Finding your vegetables right outside
you back door is a convenient reminder!
Growing your own vegetables can save
you money, especially if you normally buy
organic produce. Take the average tomato,
for example. According to Burpee Seeds, a
single plant will produce 40 to 50 medium
to large tomatoes in a summer, “a bounty
that would set you back anywhere from 32
to 48 dollars at the supermarket.”
Gardening is environmentally friendly—
trucks have to haul your veggies and fruits
to the grocery store—and nothing can compare to the taste of fresh-picked produce.
Finally, gardening is a fun activity for
you and your kids to enjoy together. Hey,
they might even eat more if they get to help
plant and care for them!
Start your garden project by evaluating the amount of sun your space gets.
For more tips on starting your own garden, visit www.bhg.com/gardening.

